
Thanksgiving at House Arlington 

 
  

By  Michael Bruck  
 

PROCLAMATION: 

MAYOR’S OFFICE, November 16, 

1859 - In compliance with the request 

of many of the business men and oth-

ers of our community, I, William D. 

Massey, Mayor of the city of Alexan-

dria, do hereby request the 24th instant, 

to be observed as a DAY OF 

THANKSGIVING to Almighty God, 

for his many blessings to us as a com-

munity; that all places of business be 

closed, and the Rev. clergy have Di-

vine service in their various houses of 

worship, at some suitable hour during 

the day. 

Signed 

Wm. D. Massey, Mayor 

 

 The above is the manner in which 

Thanksgiving Day would have been 

celebrated in large parts of the south.   

The year 1789 marked the first national 

day of thanksgiving declared by the 

new federal government. E. Boudinot 

of New Jersey introduced a resolution 

that the President set aside a day of 

public thanksgiving and prayer for the 

new government. This resolution met 

with vigorous opposition from the 

South Carolina representatives who 

objected on the grounds that such proc-

lamations were the prerogatives of the 

individual states. Even so the resolu-

tion passed and George Washington 

declared November 26, 1789 as the 

day when all citizens should offer 

thanks for the favorable conclusion of 

the war. 

 

Since that first official Thanksgiving 

Day following Thanksgivings were 

proclaimed depending on the political 

party and the mood of the president or 

the region where one would have lived. 

In the middle of the Civil War,  

President Abraham Lincoln, pro-

claimed a national Thanksgiving Day 

to be celebrated on the final Thursday 

in November 1863 and each year for-

ward,  

marking the first time that Thanksgiv-

ing became an annual national holiday. 

           

Perhaps the Custis/Lee Family cele-

brated Thanksgiving, as was done at 

that time in large parts of the south, 

with a family breakfast and then 

church services. They would have at-

tended the services held in Alexandria 

at the Episcopal Church, giving special 

thanks and prayers for the past year or 

for any major crisis’s that had past in 

the last year.  Then they would return 

to Arlington and have a special dinner, 

with more prayers and bible reading; 

however, the dinner would not com-

pare to the ones that would soon come 

with the celebration of the Christmas 

season. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln


http://www.nps.gov/frsp
http://www.nps.gov/frsp
http://www.nps.gov/pete


 

 



 

 

National Park Service 

U. S. Department of the Interior 

 

 

Arlington House was the home of Robert E. Lee and 

his family for thirty years and is uniquely associated 

with the Washington and Custis families. It is now 

preserved as a memorial to General Lee, who gained 

the respect of Americans in both the North and the 

South.  

  

Arlington House 

The Robert E. Lee Memorial 

c/o George Washington Memorial Parkway 

Turkey Run Park 

McLean, VA  22101 

 

Phone 

703-235-1530 

 

Web Site 

http://www.nps.gov/arho 

 

The Spectacle online 

http://www.nps.gov/arho/tour/spectacle.html 

 

The National Park Service cares for the  

special places saved by the American people  

so that all may experience our heritage. 



November 2011 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
1 
Carter Vaden 
9:30-12:30 
Pat White 
11:00-2:30 
Carol Harvey 
1:00-3:30 
  
  
  

2 
Jim Perlmutter 
9:00-3:00 
Amy Delery 
10:30-2:45 
  

3 
Walter DeGroot 
9:00-12:00 
Meighan Foster 
9:00-12:30 
Sandy Newton 
9:30-11:30 
Elaine Street 
10:30-12:00 
John Michel 
11:00-3:00 
  

4 
 Martha Taylor 
9:30-12:30 
Matt Grant 
10:00-2:00 
  

5 
Linda Cleveland 
9:00-4:30 
Vanna Lewis 
9:00-5:00 
Victoria Anthony(S) 
9:00-12:00 

Ivan Hodes(S) 
9:30-12:30 
  
  

  

6 
Joe Wurzer 
10:30-2:30 
Jim Pearson 
12:30-4:30 

  

7 
Matt Grant 
10:00-2:00 
Nancy Leedy 
10:00-3:00 
John Michel 
11:00-3:00 
Art Siddon 
2:00-4:30 
  
  

8 
Carter Vaden 
9:30-12:30 
Pat White 
11:00-2:30 
  

9 
Jim Perlmutter 
9:00-3:00 
Bobbie Jones 
9:30-3:00 
Judy Sherman (s) 
10:30-1:30 

  

  
  

10 
Walter DeGroot 
9:00-12:00 
Meighan Foster 
9:00-12:30 
Sandy Newton 
9:30-11:30 
Elaine Street 
10:30-12:00 
John Michel 
11:00-3:00 
  
  

11 
Martha Taylor 
9:30-12:30 
Matt Grant 
10:00-2:00 
Julia  Oliver 
10:30-3:00 
  
  

12 
Ivan Hodes(S) 
9:30-12:30 
Marci Seeger (S) 
9:30-12:30 
Marmie Ed-
wards 
10:00-3:00 
Bonnie Mangan 
1:00- 4:00 
  

13 
Meighan Foster 
9:00-1:0 0 
Marci Seeger (S) 
9:30-12:30 
 Joe Wurzer 
10:30-2:30 
Jim Pearson 
12:30-4:30 

  

14 
Matt Grant 
10:00-2:00 
Nancy Leedy 
10:00-3:00 
Art Siddon 
2:00-4:30 
  

15 
Carter Vaden 
9:30-12:30 
Carol Harvey 
1:00-3:30 
  

16 
Jim Perlmutter 
9:00-3:00 
Amy Delery 
10:30-2:45 
Judy Sherman (s) 
10:30-1:30 

  

  
  

17 
Walter DeGroot 
9:00-12:00 
Meighan Foster 
9:00-12:30 
Sandy Newton 
9:3041:30 
Elaine Street 
10:30-12:00 
  

18 
Valerie Haeder 
9:30-12:30 
Matt Grant 
10:00-2:00 
Pat White 
11:30-3:00 
  

19 
Victoria Anthony

(S) 

9:00-12:00 

Ivan Hodes(S) 
9:30-12:30 
Linda Cleveland 
9:00-4:30 
Carol Harvey 
1:00-3:30 
  

20 
Greg Regelski 
9:30-2:00 
Joe Wurzer 
10:30-2:30 
Sarah Bauman 
12:00-4:00 
Jim Pearson 
12:30-4:30 

  

21 
Matt Grant 
10:00-2:00 
Nancy Leedy 
10:00-3:00 
Art Siddon 
2:00-4:30 
  

22 
Carter Vaden 
9:30-12:30 
Pat White 
11:00-2:30 
Kathie Lipovac 
12:30-4:00 
  

23 
Jim Perlmutter 
9:00-3:00 
Amy Delery?? 
10:30-2:45 
Judy Sherman (s) 
10:30-1:30 

Carol Harvey 

1:00-3:30 
  
  
  

24 

Thanksgiving 

  

25 
Matt Grant 
10:00-2:00 
Carol Harvey 
1:00-3:30 
  
  

26 

Victoria Anthony
(S) 
9:00-12:00 
Marci Seeger (S) 
9:30-12:30 
Marmie Ed-
wards 
10:00-3:00 
Bonnie Mangan 
1:00- 4:00 
  

27 
Joe Wurzer 
10:30-2:30 
Sarah Bauman 
12:00-4:00 
Jim Pearson 
12:30-4:30 
  
  

28 
Matt Grant 
10:00-2:00 
Nancy Leedy 
10:00-3:00 
John Michel 
11:00-3:00 
Art Siddon 
2:00-4:30 
  
  

29 
Carter Vaden 
9:30-12:30 
Pat White 
11:00-2:30 
Kathie Lipovac 
12:30-4:00 
  
  

30 
Jim Perlmutter 
9:00-3:00 
Amy Delery 
10:30-2:45 
Judy Sherman (s) 
10:30-1:30 

  

  
  

      



 

 

The Spectacle is a monthly newslet-

ter for the volunteers of Arlington 

House, The Robert E. Lee Memorial. 
 

 

Editor 

Delphine Gross 

 

Contributor 

Michael Bruck  

 

 

Brandon Bies, Site Manager 

Arlington House,  

The Robert E. Lee Memorial 

c/o George Washington Memorial 

Parkway 

Turkey Run Park 

McLean, VA  22101 


